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 For the US government to practically upgrade the infrastructure related to air security and weather monitoring  cutting edge technologies delivered as cost effective solutions are a necessity.  Leveraging the concept of “dual use,” the utilization of commercial components or processes to reduce costs of government applications, this can be accomplished.  Companies have been bantering this term about for many years as a way to reduce costs on government programs.  As governments feel more pressure and fall under more scrutiny to conduct their defense spending wisely, and, as high volume RFIC based programs such as phased arrays for air traffic and weather radar and radars for UAVs become more prevalent, the dual use concept for RF integrated circuits is finally becoming a reality.  M/A-COM Inc. does leverage volume manufacturing and packaging along with state of the art technologies to develop cost effective dual-use RF components and modules.  M/A-COM’ common technology platforms and design practices are addressing both commercial and aerospace and defense markets.  Devices such as GaAs pHEMT, Si CMOS, GaN on SiC, GaN on Si, and Si and AlGaAs diodes are used in the development of products for both commercial (smart-phones, cellular base stations, point-to-point radios, CATV infrastructure and set-top boxes) and A&D (phased array radars, UAV data links, SATCOM) applications. 
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